
I Cosumnes River Floodplain Acquisitions and Management -

i I. Executive Summary

a. Project title: �osumnes R~ver Floodplain Acquisitions and Management

I Applicants: The Nature Conservancy and the California Wildlife Conservation Board

b. Project description and pHmary biologicallecological objectives

I The project proposes a block grant totaling $20,670,000 for acquisition and enhancement of
approximately 11,000 acres of fisheries, riparian, and wetland habitats along the lower Cosumnes
River floodplain and adjacent Delta lands.

i The primary use of the requested funds will be for the acquisition, initial restoration, and
conservation stewardship of properties rich in actual or potential habitat value and important to

I ’ the long-term health of this part of the Bay-Delta ecosystem. The applicants propose to buy some
properties outright and add them.to the Costmmes River Preserve, and to acquire conservation
easement interests in others.                       .

!       Additional funds are requested for initial restoration and stewardship activities and for a
proportional contribution to the Cosunmes River Preserve’s endowment to assist with long-term

i management costs.

The primary biological/ecological objectives of this proposal are to:

i ¯ protect existing riparian, wetland, and aquatic habitats and associated species.
¯ reestablish riparian, wetland, and aquatic habitats through restoration of nararal processes

and expansion of the floodplain.

I ¯ facilitate population expansion of species associated with the Cosumnes, particularly
eastside tributary fall-rtm salmon, splittafl, saudhfll cranes, neotropical migrant bird
species, and waterfowl.

c. Approactt/tasks/schedule
The proposed approach is to acquire f~ or easement interests fi’om wilRng sellers on properties

I that are contiguous to the Cosumnes River Preserve, have high habitat values, and/or offer
conservation managers excellent opportunities to expand the floodway and restore the riparian
corridor of the lower Cosumues R.iver.

I The project will complete the acquisition properties unde£ optiou to The Natureof key curren~ly
Conservancy and secure conservation easements or options on additional high-priority parcels.

i Initial restora.tion, stewardship, and management activities will be initiated as properties are
acquired. New breaching of levees within the floodp!ain is not a part of this project; however, the
successful completion of thisproject is a requirement for that restoration action to occur. We

~ I expect to complete the program proposed here within two years. The project will s~bmit
¯ "I quarterly financial and programmatic reports to CALFED.

I d. Justification for project
The land acquisitions and conservation management activities proposed here will protect and
expand tidal wetlands, seasonally flooded wetlands, the riparian corridor, perennial grasslands
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benefits numerous species or’Concern to CALFED. These .zcti’;hies ’.till 21so impr¢~ve ~ater
qua.liw and will have broad ecosystem benefits.

e. Budget cos~ and third-pa~ impacts
To~ cost for ~e prog~.described here is appro~ately $2g,470,0~30. [dentiNed cost-shag ¯1
~ to~ appro~mately $7,800,000. ~ net ~o~t requested ~s ~20,670.000. More ~ S30.
~llion h~ been spent on ~ Cos~es project to ~te.

~ere ~e no ~o~ negative ~d-p~ impacm ~om ~e accedes tbr w~ch we ~e reques~g
~ding.

fi Appl~ant qual~ca~o~ 1
¯ - ~e Na~ Co~e~ey md ~e C~ifo~ Wildl~e Co~e~a~on Bo~d, have e~e~ive

experience ~ prope~ ~q~i~o~ Mbimt re~om~o~ md lind ~agement. 1
g. ~Wonito~g and data ~~n
~e proj~t pro~ses to expmd ~e eme~ive habitat eviction md species mo~to~g pro~I
~eady ~ o~mt~n at ~e Co~es ~ver Prese~e to ~ese new prope~es ~ ~ey ~ ~d~
~e ~se~. We ~511 develop s~ific ~po~g ~men~ ~ eom~m~on ~ C~FED

h. Local s~po~coordin~n w~h other pro~a~comp~b~ w~h ~~D obje~
~e Cos~es ~ver ~sem= w~ d~icated ~ 1987. Preseme ~md vol~teem ~ve !

-. dev~lo~d. ~iv~co~W ~ppo~ ~ a ~e of wo~g ~ [oc~ md re~o~ schoo~,
’ co~~ ~ups, md public ~encies. ~e S~ento Co~ G~e~ Plm suppo~

som~ of ~ plm’s obje~v~.

~e ac~es proposed ~ compa~ble ~ ~e objec~v~ orchiD, ~e ~e ~encies md
p~ of~e Cos~es p~j~ ~e Cent. V~y Project ~pmvemenr Ac~ Se Cen~    "
V~y Habitat ]o~t V~n~, md &~ W~md R~s~e ~o~.

Several o~er org~o~’ pm~s~s m C~F~D ~ r~spo~e to ~s ~P have been
coor~d ~ ~s p~po~, ~clu~g pmpo~s ~om ~e S~nro L~ Co~e~afion
Co~s, P~l Wtlli~s.~d ~sociates~ &e B~au of Lind ~agemen~ md Duc~ U~ted.
~e~ ~ding w0~d ~si~ ~ ~ ~plemen~g o~ pro~. However, o~ propos~ ~s no~
con~gen~ on ~d~g of~ese proposes. Moreover, ~e el~men~ of ~s propos~ (~ a few
~xcep~o~, de,led ~ Section ~-a of ~s propose) cm be ~ded s~tely or ~ ph~es. 1
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